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NIVEAU PRÉ-INTERMÉDIAIRE
8
Answer key - Dossier n°4

NIVEAU

INTERMÉDIAIRE 1

DOSSIER N°4

answer key

Activity 1

1) Because Nadia has turned it up.

2) Because the words were more sensible than in the present song.

3) Because the tune is prettier than in the previous song.

4) Because she thinks Maureen is criticising her / Because she doesn't realise Maureen is teasing her.

5) She's been there since six o'clock.

6) He's at the cinema / He's gone to the cinema.

7) They've been members of it for a year.

8) Because the films are more interesting than in a big cinema and it's cheaper to go there too./ not as expensive to go there either.
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Part 1 : Nadia is talking to Maureen in the pub. Some music is playing on the juke box.


Maureen :
That music's very loud. It wasn't as loud as that before, was it ?


Nadia :
No, I've turned it up. I like this song.


Maureen :
Well, I don't like to criticise your taste, but I think the last one was better. At least the words were more sensible than these ones. Have you heard them ?


Nadia :
No, and I don't care. The tune's much prettier than in the last song.


Maureen :
I thought you were more discerning than that, Nadia.


Nadia :
O.K. O.K. I know I'm not as clever and as well-educated and as musically talented as you are -


Maureen :
Hey, I'm teasing you, Nadia. It was a joke.


Nadia :
(still offended) There. I've turned it down. It's quieter now. Is that all right for you ?


Maureen :
(feebly) I was joking.(Trying to change the subject). Well, I wonder if Karl's film has finished yet. I've been here since six o'clock and he's still not here.


Nadia :
Has he gone to the cinema ?


Maureen :
Oh, yes, didn't I tell you ? Karl and I have been members of this cinema association for about a year now. They show films that are too old or avant-garde to be shown in the big cinemas. I think they're much more interesting than what you can see normally and not nearly as expensive either.

Activity 2a

1) A Rolls-Royce is bigger than a Twingo.

2) Mary's hair is longer than Betty's hair.

3) Australia is hotter than Tibet.

4) An elephant is heavier than a horse.

5) Tea is weaker than whisky.

Activity 2b

1) The first camera is more expensive than the second one.

2) The city is more polluted than the country.

3) Tigers are more dangerous than hamsters.

Activity 3a

1) A Twingo isn't as big as a Rolls-Royce.

2) Betty's hair isn't as long as Mary's hair.

3) Tibet isn't as hot as Australia.

4) A horse isn't as heavy as an elephant.

5) Whisky isn't as weak as tea.

6) The second camera isn't as expensive as the first one.

7) The country isn't as polluted as the city.

8) Hamsters aren't as dangerous as tigers.

Activity 4b

1) The highest mountain in the world is Mount Everest.

2) June 21st. is the longest day in the northern hemisphere.

3) Pluto is the smallest planet in our solar system. 

4) The commonest surname in the world is Chang.

5) The blue whale is the biggest mammal in the world.

6) The two most usual ways to end a business letter in English are "Yours sincerely," (+ your name) or "Yours faithfully," (+ your name).

Activity 5

1) She's decided to find somewhere else to live.

2) She's thought about it for a long time.

3) She's stayed with Maureen and Karl for more than a month.

4) Because she doesn't want to impose on them any longer. / She thinks she has stayed with them for long enough.

5) It's a two-bedroomed flat.

6) She has known her for a few days.

7) She only knew them for a few days before they first asked her to stay with them.

8) Because she has enough money now to be independent.
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Part 2


Nadia :
Mmhm. Maureen, I've decided to find somewhere else to live.


Maureen :
What ? But why ? It's not because of what I said just now, is it ?


Nadia :
I'm not as sensitive as that ! No. I've thought about this for a long time. It's just that, well, I've stayed at your place for more than a month now and I don't want to impose on you any longer.


Maureen :
You're not imposing. Don't be silly !


Nadia :
No, I'm serious. Anyway, a few days ago I met this girl who came here for a drink. She told me she's got a two-bedroomed flat and she's looking for someone to share it with her. So, as I'm now earning a wage, I can move in with her.


Maureen :
It sounds a bit dubious to me. You've only known her for a few days.


Nadia :
You sound just like my mother ! Remember, I only knew you and Karl for a few days when you first invited me to come and stay with you .


Maureen :
I suppose you're right. What does she do ?


Nadia :
She's a film editor. She's quite a lot older than me, actually. But she's really nice.


Maureen :
What ? As nice as me ?


Nadia :
(laughing) Oh, much nicer than you !

Activity 6a

1) I've lived in a three-bedroomed flat for two years.

2) Sheila's worked as a lighting technician at the BBC for six years.

3) Michael has had a new car for ten days.

4) Jenny and Ted have been married for fifteen years.

5) It's snowed for four hours.

6) I've waited for a reply to the letter I wrote to my landlord for three months. / I've waited for a reply from my landlord for three months.

Activity 6b

1) I've been a stage manager since 1987.

2) My niece has loved the theatre since she was a child.

3) Nadia has spoken English since she was eleven years old.

4) My brother has ridden a motorbike since he was seventeen.

5) Harry has had a gold watch since he retired.

6) I have wanted to be able to dance like Gene Kelly since the first time I saw "Singing in the Rain".
Activity 6c

1) Maureen has been at the pub for half an hour.

2) Nadia has listened to the same song for an hour and a half.

3) I have studied Japanese since last summer.

4) We have lived here for three years.

5) They have drunk wine since they were little children.

6) I have not laughed so much for years.

7) She has looked after children since she left school.

8) You have ignored me for the last ten minutes.

Activity 7a

1) Karl was at secondary school for seven years.

2) He lived in Manchester for four years.

3) He worked in an electronics factory for six months.

4) He has been a sound technician since he was twenty three.

5) He worked freelance in England for six years.

6) It took three months to make the documentary about Lapland.

7) He has worked at "Crooners" for three years./ since he worked on the Lapland documentary.

8) He has known her since they worked together at a theatre in Norwich.

Activity 7b

1) How long have you been interested in the theatre ?

2) How long did you train to be an engineer ?

3) How long did your shows last ?

4) How long did you do this ? / How long did you have your company ?

5) How long were you at RADA (for) ?

6) How long did you stay with the repertory company ?

7) How long were you unemployed ?

8) How long did it take to shoot the comedy film ? / How long did the shooting of the comedy film take ?

9) How long have you worked in TV ?

10) How long have you acted in a soap opera ?
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I've always been interested in the theatre, ever since _________________, in fact. But my parents weren't so keen on the idea of my becoming an actor. So instead, after leaving school, I trained to be an engineer for ______________. However as soon as that was finished, I thought " Right. Now it's time for me to decide for myself what I want to do." With some friends who were actors, we formed a small company and put on performances for schools and social centres and suchlike. We didn't do long productions. Our shows lasted about ______________ at the most. It was very very hard, but it was great fun. We did this for about ___________, but because of lack of funds we had to stop. So I enrolled at RADA and I was there for _________________ and then I joined a repertory company. I stayed with them for nearly ____________. When our old director retired, I had some personality clashes with the new one and decided to leave. I was unemployed for _____________ and this was especially difficult because my girlfriend and I had our first baby at that time. I occasionally found bit parts in films and did a few advertisements, but nothing lasted very long. Finally I was offered the part of a rather ineffectual private detective in a comedy film ; the shooting took ________ months -and that was a big break for me. That was ____________ ago, and since then I've done a lot of TV work. For the last _____________ I've acted in a popular soap opera on TV, and it seems that they are planning to do a new series of it. All well and good !

Activity 8

1) Yes, he did.

2) Because she was working.

3) It was about human relationships. 

4) It takes place in taxis in different cities - Los Angeles, New York, Paris, Rome and Helsinki.

5) He thinks it sounds boring.

6) Some taxi drivers, a Hungarian immigrant, two African diplomats, a blind French girl, and an Italian priest.

7) He plays an Italian taxi driver.

8) He thinks he's wonderful and funny.

9) English, French, Italian and Finnish are spoken.

10) It was made in 1991.

11) No, he wouldn't !

12) Because he thinks it's intellectual.
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Part 3 Karl has arrived at the pub. 


Karl :
Evening, Nadia. Evening, Tony. A pint of bitter, please.


Maureen :
What was the film like ?


Karl :
It was really good. It's a pity you were working and couldn't come.


Nadia :
What film did you see ?


Karl :
"Night on Earth". It was directed by Jim Jarmusch. He was the one who made "Down by Law".


Tony :
"Night on Earth" ? What kind of film's that, then ? Science fiction or pornography ?


Maureen :
Honestly, Tony !


Karl :
Neither. It's about relationships between people, between strangers. It's all about chance encounters in taxis in different cities in different parts of the world during the course of one night. 


Tony :
Oh, aye, and what happens ?


Karl :
Well, nothing much, really. The people meet and they talk. Most of the people are misfits, in a way.


Nadia :
Sorry, what's a misfit ?

Activity 8 (continued)


Karl :
People who don't fit in - who haven't or can't adapt to this society, and they are isolated because of that. One is a Hungarian immigrant in New York who can hardly speak English and he can't drive a car, so his passenger ends up driving him. Another is a black taxi driver in Paris who throws two rich African diplomats out of his taxi because they're treating him like dirt because he's from a different country in Africa from them and he's poorer than them. And then he picks up this blind girl and, without doing it consciously, he starts treating her like an exotic creature out of a zoo, you know, not really human. And it's interesting because he's doing a similar thing to her as the rich diplomats were doing to him. 


Karl :
Hmm ! It doesn't sound as if there's a lot of action in your film.


Karl :
Well, no. Unless you consider an Italian priest having a heart attack in the back of a taxi to be action. That's a really funny scene. 


Nadia :
Funny !


Karl :
Well, yes ! The taxi driver in this case is played by Roberto Benigni and he's wonderful. He talks non-stop about his sexual adventures because he's determined to confess to the priest and he doesn't pay any attention to what's happening behind him.


Tony :
Oh, so it was a comedy film, was it ?


Karl :
Well, parts of it were funny, but other parts were very touching, very poignant, like the scene in Paris, for example.


Nadia :
Who was the blind girl played by ?


Karl :
She was played by Béatrice Dalle. She was extremely good. You know, tough and sharp on the outside to protect herself, because inside she was sensitive and easily hurt. 


Nadia :
So they had a French actress playing in it ?


Karl :
Well, yes. The nationalities and languages changed according to the city. So English was spoken in Los Angeles and New York, French in Paris, Italian in Rome, and Finnish in Helsinki.


Tony :
It was one of those intellectual films, I see. I can't see it becoming popular. Has it just come out ?


Karl :
Oh, no. It was made in 1991.


Tony :
Good. Then there's not much risk of me being dragged to see it by Angie.

Activity 9a

1d ; 2h ; 3f ; 4g ; 5c ; 6a ; 7b ; 8e

Activity 9c

1h ; 2g ; 3i ; 4a ; 5b ; 6e ; 7j ; 8f ; 9d ; 10c

Activity 9d

1) False ; 2) True ; 3) True ; 4) False ; 5) False ; 6) True ; 7) False ; 8) True

Activity 10a

Brad Lester, a young insurance clerk, realises a) he is being followed / someone is following him as he goes to visit a new client. In trying to elude his pursuer, b) he causes a traffic accident / a traffic accident is caused by him and c) a policeman arrests him / he is arrested. Although later d) the police release him / he is released, he learns that e) his boss has sacked him / he has been sacked. Dismayed, he returns home to find f) someone has burgled his house / his house has been burgled and g) this person has stolen some important papers / some important papers have been stolen.  h) They concerned the new client he was going to visit  / The new client he was going to visit was concerned by them. Intrigued, he decides to investigate .........

Activity 10b

1) The letter was received yesterday.

2) Postmen are sometimes bitten (by dogs).

3) Next, the ice cream is put in the fridge and (is) frozen.

4) Miles of forest were burnt last summer.

5) This book has been translated into French.

6) That movie was directed by John Ford.

7) This is the first time this actress has been seen on television.

8) That style isn't worn any more !

Activity 10c

1) Was the singer appreciated ?

2) How are grapes turned into wine ?

3) Have many complaints been made about the festival ?

4) Where are the props kept ?

5) Who was chosen to play "Macbeth" ?

6) What was the fire caused by ?

7) Why has that cinema been closed ?

8) Why are his suggestions always laughed at ?
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