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INTERMÉDIAIRE 2

DOSSIER N°1
	Activities :

· Talking about experiences.

· Talking about activities.

· Talking about hobbies.

· Talking about achievements and abilities.

· Agreeing and disagreeing.

Structures :

· Be used to + ing.

· I’ve often +ed.

· This is the first time I’ve ever +ed.

· I’ve never +ed.

· The progressive aspect.

· The perfect aspect.

· Present perfect progressive.

Vocabulary / Themes :

· Vocabulary connected with a stage manager’s job.

· Expressions to show weak and strong agreement and disagreement.

	To finish by : 
	


Dans ce dossier vous trouverez :
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 signifie que vous devez écouter votre cassette personnelle pour faire cet exercice, et que vous trouverez le script correspondant dans la partie "Answer Key".

· [image: image2.png]


 signifie que vous devez comprendre un document écrit pour faire l’exercice. 
· [image: image3.png]


signifie qu'il s'agit d'un exercice écrit. 

· [image: image4.png]


signifie que vous devez parler : prononcer, répéter, réagir à voix haute.
· Corrigez vous-même les exercices marqués  [image: image5.png]


  en vous reportant à la partie : "Answer Key."

· Envoyez-nous pour la date prévue les réponses aux exercices marqués [image: image6.png]


.

· Prenez tout de suite connaissance de votre entretien téléphonique pour être prêt le jour du rendez-vous [image: image7.png]


.

TALKING ABOUT EXPERIENCES 
Activity 1a
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 You will hear four people speaking about different experiences, match each monologue to one of the experiences below (N.B. : two of the experiences marked are not mentioned on the tape.) Ecoutez.
a)  Touching a snake.
(


b)  Being in a big crowd.
(


c)  Being drunk.
(


d)  Being searched by the police.
(


e)  Being auditioned for a part.
(


f)  Speaking in public.
(
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Activity 1b
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  Listen to two people talking about the following experiences and note down the information.

	
	Leslie
	Gary

	Touching a snake


	yes

on holiday in Pyrenees

it was dead
	

	Being in a big crowd


	
	

	Being drunk
	
	

	Being searched by the police
	
	

	Being auditioned for a part
	
	

	Speaking in public
	
	


I’m used to touching snakes.

I’ve often touched snakes.

This is the first time I’ve ever touched a snake.

I’ve never touched a snake.

Activity 1c
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 Write the questions required to get the following responses.

1) 
 ?
I go to Paris about 3 times a year.

2) 
 ?
No, I’ve never eaten any.

3) 
 ?
I started working in 1985.

4) 
 ?
No it isn’t. I’ve flown before.

5) 
 ?
No not often. I’ve been there once or twice.
VERB ASPECTS

Activity 2a

(
Aspect shows how we regard the action expressed by the verb. It can indicate that the action is unfinished, temporary, continuous or relevant.

There are two types of aspects in English :

· the progressive aspect

· the perfect aspect

The progressive aspect is always formed with be + the ending ing on the main verb. 

Its principal function is to indicate that an action is unfinished at a fixed moment in time.
Example :
What’s Jill doing? (at the moment)


She’s having a shower. (the action is unfinished)

It can be used to talk about any given time in the past, present or future.

Example :

Past :

	[I was eating my breakfast]

(
unfinished
	[when the phone rang]

(
a fixed moment in the past


Present :

	[She’s writing a report]

(
unfinished
	[at the moment]
(
now


Future :

	[I’ll be working]

(
unfinished
	[at 8 o’clock tomorrow morning]

(
a fixed moment in the future


The progressive aspect can also indicate that the speaker considers the action or state as temporary rather than permanent.

Example : compare
I’m living in Toulouse.
(at the moment)

I live in Toulouse.

(permanently)

He’s doing his own cooking.
(temporarily)

He does his own cooking.
(habitually)

The perfect aspect is formed by using have + the past participle of the verb.

It is used to show that an activity, state or action is relevant to the present.

Examples :compare
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I’ve lived in Lyon for 3 years.

The person lives in Lyon now so the activity is currently relevant.

I lived in Lyon for 3 years.

The person no longer lives in Lyon so the activity is not relevant to the present.

The perfect aspect can also be used to indicate what happened before a specific moment in the past.

Examples :
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	[She had learnt her lines]

(
Anterior to a specific moment
	... before [the rehearsal.]

(
a specific moment in the past


We also use the perfect aspect to talk about the likelihood of an activity happening between the present moment and a specific point in the future :
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I might have seen / will have seen Mary by next Friday.

Activity 2b
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 Write the correct form (progressive or simple).
1)  What (do) 
 on Thursdays ?

2)  What (do) 
 on Thursday ?
3)  When I (walk) 
 into the room she (stand) 
 by the window.

4)  This time next week I (fly) 
 to New York.
5)  I’ll (meet) 
 you at the station.
6)  While I (paint) 
 the picture the sun (go behind) 
 a cloud.
Activity 2c
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 Write the correct form (perfect or simple past ).
1)  I (meet) 
 Carol last Tuesday.

2)  I (apologize) 
 because I (not / phone) 
 her.
3)  (you / see) 
 the new Woody Allen film ?
4)  Yes, I (see) 
 it last week.
5)  The rehearsal is at 10 o’clock. (you / learn) 
 your part ?
6)  He (lose weight) 
 in the last few months.
7)  I (clean) 
 the kitchen before she (arrive) 
 .
8)  She often (go) 
 to discos when she (be) 
 a teenager.
Activity 2d
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 Write the correct form (perfect or simple ).
1)  I might (finish) 
 this job on Tuesday.

2)  I will (retire) 
 by the time I’m 65.
3)  By the end of the year more than 5 million people will (see) 
 the film.
4)  I should (start) 
 my next job by the end of the year.
5)  He will (come) 
 to see us at the weekend.
TALKING ABOUT ACTIVITIES 

Activity 3a

( Read the text
Hobbies

I sometimes think that Britain has more people with strange hobbies than any other country in the world. In which other country could you imagine people having a hobby like train-spotting? Try explaining to someone from Italy or France why grown men stand for hours at the end of cold platforms, noting down the numbers of trains that pass in a small book. After listening to your explanation for two or three minutes they tend to shake their heads sadly and mutter something about the mad British.

In fact, train-spotting is a very common hobby with its own clubs and newsletters. A whole series of books is devoted to people who like "spotting", that’s to say seeing and noting down, different things. These books are called Observers’ guides. You can buy books featuring amongst other things birds, trees, dogs and believe it or not buses, although bus spotting is considered bizarre even in Britain.

As well as all the various "spotters", Britain is home to a vast army of collectors. People collect just about everything from birds’ eggs to beer mats. 

When I was a child, a friend of my father’s was a proud member of the British Beer Mat Collecting Society.
He collected the mats from all the different breweries and displayed them on the walls of his living room. When I decided that this was an interesting hobby and started my own collection, it provoked contrasting reactions from my parents. My mother was against it, not wanting beer-stained mats displayed on any wall in "her" house, while my father was in favour of it as it gave him a good excuse to visit different pubs.

Another sort of hobby that is getting more and more popular is for people to dress up in period costume in order to "re-live" certain historical events. Hundreds of people regularly disguise themselves as "Roundheads" or "Cavaliers" and re-enact some of the battles of the English Civil War. That may seem like harmless fun but what about the people who pay to spend the weekend in a replica of a prisoner of war camp!
The latest craze in many British cities is American line dancing. On Friday and Saturday evenings in many clubs and social centres you have the strange sight of ordinary people dressed up as cowboys or cowgirls dancing in long lines. To quote a well known French "philosopher":

Ils sont fous ces anglais !

Activity 3b
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 Find the words in the text that mean the following:
1)  To put on clothes that you don’t usually wear.
( 

2)  Something you put under your glass in a pub.
( 

3)  A mark left by a liquid.
( 

4)  Something from a particular time.
( 

5)  Adult.
( 

6)  To be very pleased about something you have done.
( 

7)  Very big.
( 

8)  A document giving information about a particular activity.
( 

Activity 3c
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 Answer the following questions :

1)  What do train-spotters note down?
( 
 .

2)  Why do people dress up in period costumes?
( 
 .

3)  What did the writer want to do with the beer mats he collected?
( 
 .

4)  When do most people go line dancing?
( 
 .

5)  What were the opposing sides called in the English Civil War ?
( 
 .

6)  Who introduced the writer to beer mat collecting?
( 
 .

Activity 3d
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 Write the questions that will obtain the following answers.

1)  
 ?
( They wear cowboy clothes.

2)  
 ?
( Things like birds’ eggs and beer mats.

3)  
 ?
( It means seeing and noting down.

4)  
 ?
( They stand at the end of platforms.

5)  
 ?
( Because it gave him an excuse to visit different pubs.

6)  
 ?
( In the replica of a prisoner of war camp.

Activity 3e

( ( Write about either why you think some people want to spend the weekend in a replica prisoner of war camp, or why people like dressing up in period costumes.

Activity 4a
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 Listen to Nigel talking about train-spotting and complete the sentences.

1)  Nigel started train-spotting when 
 .

2)  Collectors are always hoping to 
 .
3)  Nigel doesn’t go train-spotting 
 .
4)  His friend Duncan 
 .
5)  His wife thinks 
 .
6)  She’s glad 
 .

Activity 4b

( ( Write one question beginning with each of the words in the box below to someone who has one of the following hobbies:
· bird watching

· collecting autographs

· stamp collecting

· mountain climbing

· model making

· hang gliding


How often

When


Why

What


Where


How many


Who



How much

TALKING ABOUT RECENT ACTIVITIES
Activity 5a
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 Write what you think these people have been doing.
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1)  
 .

2)  
 .

3)  
 .

4)  
 .

5)  
 .

6)  
 .

Activity 5b
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  Listen to the cassette and write what you think the people have been doing.
1) 
 .

2) 
 .

3) 
 .

4) 
 .
Activity 5c
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Listen to the cassette and then write a sentence to answer each question.

1)  Who has Chris been working for?

 .

2)  What have they been doing?

 .

3)  Where have they been to?

 .

4)  Where have they been touring?

 .

5)  What sort of theatres have they been working in?

 .

6)  What is Chris’s job?

 .

7)  Has Tony been very busy?

 .

8)  What work has Tony had?

 .

9)  What has he mainly been doing?

 .

10)  What is Tony’s job?

 .

Activity 5d
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 Read the letter and put in the correct form of the verb in brackets.


24 Canfield Street


West Hampstead


London NW 6


26/10/99

Dear Dave,

I’m sorry it [take] .............. me so long to answer your letter but I [work] ............. .......................... in Belgium and only [get back] ....................... on Saturday. How are you ? I hope that by now you [sort out] ...................... your money problems and [find] ........................ somewhere else to live. Since I [return] ................. I [phone] ................. ............. you 3 or 4 times but I [manage] .............................. to find you in.

As you know I [share] ................................ a flat with Mary for the last 6 months. On Sunday she [tell] ............... me that she was  moving out at the end of the month, so I [start] ............................ looking for someone to replace her, as I can’t afford to pay the rent on my own. I [put] ..................... an advertisement in the local newsagent’s window and I [ask] .................................. friends if they know anyone who might be interested.

You [talk] ............................... about coming down to see me for a long time , so you should come soon before anyone else moves in.

Anyway, I’ll finish there as I’m feeling tired (I [sleep] ................................. badly since I got back from Belgium).

Look after yourself.


Love


Liz xxx

TALKING ABOUT ACHIEVEMENTS AND ABILITIES

Activity 6a
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 Two people are being interviewed for a job as a stage manager. Listen to the interviews and fill in the forms.

Name:


Sandra Jackson.
Date of birth:
23-08-62
Work experience:
Achievements:
Abilities:
Name:


Kevin Gibbs.
Date of birth:
12-01-70
Work experience:
Achievements:
Abilities:
Activity 6b
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 Look at the notes about a third applicant for the same job and write them out in full.
Name:


Betty Green.
Date of birth:
10-02-63
Work experience:
first job after university in bank- 1985-1987 - 

second job -assistant organizer - Edinburgh Festival - 87-88. - 

current job - organizer - small theatre group - looks after bookings - transport - props - public relations - funding.

Achievements:
increased grant from Arts Council - organized successful tours in Ireland and France - main achievement probably been to keep group together.

Abilities:
good organizer - -good at talking to journalists, can argue a point very well - able to adapt to different situations very quickly.
Name, Date of birth, Work experience:
Achievements:
Abilities:
Activity 6c
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 Think about the job of a stage manager (in a large theatre) and put the appropriate words from the box below into the gaps.
1)  A stage manager 
 deal with contracts.

2)  A stage manager 
 organize rehearsals.
3)  A stage manager 
 move scenery.
4)  A stage manager 
 hire or fire actors.
5)  A stage manager 
 put together and update the prompt book.
6)  A stage manager 
 attend all auditions.
mustn’t 

 has to 

doesn’t have to 

can’t
Activity 6d
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 ( Look at the tapescript of the interviews with Sandra and Kevin and the information about Betty and write who you should think get the job. You must justify your choice.
AGREEING AND DISAGREEING
Activity 7a

[image: image56.png]


[image: image57.png]


  Listen to the conversations on the cassette and decide which of the subjects they are talking about.

	1)  

	2)  


	3)  

	4)  


	5)  

	6)  


	
	

	a)  bull - fighting

b)  smoking in restaurants
c)  racism
d)  Paris
e)  fox hunting
	f)  football on T.V

g)  voting

h)  dogs in towns

i)  cannabis

j)  politics


Activity 7b
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 Put the phrases below into the appropriate section. The phrases marked with * can be in more than one section (it depends on intonation).

	Strong agreement
	Weak agreement
	Non-committal
	Expressing reservation
	Disagreeing

	
	
	
	
	

	1. I couldn’t agree with you more.

2. Perhaps*
3. I can’t go along with you there.

4. I don’t agree.

5. I completely agree with you.

6. You could be right*.

7. You’re spot on there.
	8. You’ve got a point but...

9. Come of it.

10. I wouldn’t like to say.

11. I suppose that’s right.

12. Do you think so?
13. Up to a point but...

14. You must be joking


Activity 7c

[image: image60.png]


[image: image61.png]


[image: image62.png]


 Listen to the cassette and note if the speaker is expressing agreement [a], disagreement [d], or being non-committal [n].

	1. 

	2. 



( Telephone task (
You’re going to interview someone about their life. Note down as much information as possible and bring it to the next lesson.

Name:
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Marital status:
Education:
Work experience:
Personal achievements:
Leisure time activities:
Ministère de l'Éducation Nationale, de la technologie et de la Recherche.

GRETA AMPÈRE - Espace Langues 27, rue Gentil 69002 Lyon.

	ISBN 2-907398-65-2
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