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Dossier n° 5

NIVEAU

INTERMÉDIAIRE 2

DOSSIER N°5
	Activities :
· Regretting and criticizing past actions.

· Hypothesizing.

· Expressing dissatisfaction and wishing for changes.
· Giving advice.

· Comparing.
Structures :
· I should have / should never have, you shouldn’t have.

· What would happen if .....?

· I would ...,I would have ....., he might have ....

· I wish I didn’t ..,I wish, I could .., I wish they wouldn’t .., I wish, I had been ..

· You should ...

· Almost as big as ..., slightly bigger than ....
Vocabulary / Themes :
· Describing small and large differences - not quite / nearly / considerably
· Expressions used to describe numerical difference -( 3 times the size of ...).

	To finish by
	


Dans ce dossier vous trouverez :

· [image: image1.png]


 signifie que vous devez écouter votre cassette personnelle pour faire cet exercice, et que vous trouverez le script correspondant dans la partie "Answer Key".

· [image: image2.png]


 signifie que vous devez comprendre un document écrit pour faire l’exercice. 
· [image: image3.png]


signifie qu'il s'agit d'un exercice écrit. 

· [image: image4.png]


signifie que vous devez parler : prononcer, répéter, réagir à voix haute.
· Corrigez vous-même les exercices marqués  [image: image5.png]


  en vous reportant à la partie : "Answer Key."

· Envoyez-nous pour la date prévue les réponses aux exercices marqués [image: image6.png]


.

· Prenez tout de suite connaissance de votre entretien téléphonique pour être prêt le jour du rendez-vous [image: image7.png]


.

REGRETtING AND CRITICIzING PAST ACTIONS

Activity 1a 
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 Listen to the conversation about a job interview and note down Bill’s regrets and Trevor’s criticisms.

	Bill’s regrets
	Trevor’s criticisms

	
	


Activity 1b 
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 Read the text below and criticize Steve, using either "should have" or "shouldn’t have" as in the example.

During his recent holiday in Spain, Steve had a number of problems. He flew to Barcelona and tried to hire a car at the airport. The woman at the desk explained that it wouldn’t be possible because he had only got his UK driving licence. He took a taxi into the town centre and looked round for a hotel. All the main hotels were full and he had to make do with a small rather seedy hotel in a back street off the Ramblas. 

He was feeling quite hungry, so after unpacking his suitcase he went out to get something to eat. There were a lot of restaurants in the old quarter near the hotel and Steve chose an attractive looking one that seemed to specialize in seafood. The meal was delicious, but unfortunately when he took out his Visa card to pay the bill, he was told that they only accepted cash or cheques issued by a Spanish bank. As Steve didn’t have enough Spanish money on him he was obliged to leave them his watch and passport while he went looking for a cash dispenser.

Activity 1b (continued) 

He eventually found one, went back and paid the bill then walked back to his hotel. Opening the door to his room, he realized that someone had been in there. His suitcase had been opened, some of his things were lying on the floor and his camera was missing. The hotel manager seemed genuinely sorry and advised him to report it to the police the next day. 

The next day couldn’t have got off to a worse start. Coming downstairs, Steve saw the hotel manager’s dog lying in the hallway. It seemed friendly so Steve went over to stroke it, but when he put out his hand, it bit him. As Steve’s hand was bleeding, the hotel manager drove him to the nearest hospital, where they cleaned and disinfected it, bound it up and gave him an anti-rabies injection. After that he was told to go to the reception, where they gave him a bill for 5000 pesetas. Steve told the receptionist that he was a UK citizen and that health care was supposed to be free for members of the European Community. She replied that that was the case as long as the person was carrying the correct social security form. Steve paid the money and went to the police station to report his stolen camera.

1) He should have carried / taken an international driving licence.

    .........................................................................................................................

2) .........................................................................................................................

    .........................................................................................................................

3) .........................................................................................................................

    .........................................................................................................................

4) .........................................................................................................................

    .........................................................................................................................

5) .........................................................................................................................

    .........................................................................................................................

6) .........................................................................................................................

    .........................................................................................................................

HYPOTHESIZING

Activity 2a
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 Write a logical answer to the following questions as in the example.

1) What would happen if you put water in someone’s petrol tank?
     If I put water in someone’s petrol tank, their car would break down.

2) What would happen if you pushed your screwdriver into an electric socket?
    ..........................................................................................................................

3) What would happen if the government reduced all public sector salaries by 25%?
    .......................................................................................................................

4) What would happen if you were bitten by a viper?
   ......................................................................................................................

5) What would happen if you stepped on a banana skin?
   ...................................................................................................................... 

6) What would happen if you dialled 17?
   .....................................................................................................................

Activity 2b 
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 Listen to the cassette and write the question that the people are discussing, as in the example.

1) Where would you take it if you found a wallet in the street?
2) ................................................................................................................

3) ................................................................................................................

4) ...............................................................................................................

5) ...............................................................................................................

6) .................................................................................................................

Activity 2c
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 Listen to the cassette and write out your answers to the questions in full.

Activity 2d :
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 Match each beginning with a logical ending.

	 1) I would have posted it but

2) I’d have met you at the station if

3) If you’d asked for my advice

4) She wouldn’t have crashed if 

5) I wouldn’t have asked you to lend me some money but

6) I’d never have gone to the party if

7) If I hadn’t caught the London train

8) I’d have offered him a drink but
	a) I’d have told you not to go there.

b) there’s nobody else I can ask.

c) it was obvious that he was in a hurry.

d) the post office was closed.

e) she hadn’t been drinking.

f) I’d never have met her.

g) I’d known you weren’t going.

h) you’d told me you were arriving at 6.


Activity 2e 
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 Listen to the cassette and note what the two people would have done (certainty) or might have done (possibility) in the following situations.

	
	Elizabeth
	Gary

	1) Yesterday I heard the couple next door screaming and shouting at each other. It was obvious they were having a fight.
	
	

	2) He said I could keep my job as long as I accepted a 25% pay cut.
	
	

	3) I was in this hyper-market when all the checkout staff walked out on strike.
	
	


Activity 2f 
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 Write what you would or might have done in the following situations, giving the reasons why.
1) A German antiques dealer dropped his wallet while crossing the road in Lyon. The wallet contained 10,000€ in cash. I found the wallet.

2) The man sitting opposite me on the train asked me to keep an eye on his suitcase while he went to the station buffet. Anyway, as the train pulled out of the station, I saw the man running down the platform with a cup of coffee in his hand.

3) The group had invited me for a meal at the end of the training course. The food was dreadful but the group didn’t seem to mind. In the middle of the meal one of the group asked me if I was enjoying it.

4) Paul’s a very good friend of mine. He’s been living with Helen for about five years and they seem to get on well. The other evening I was in a city centre pub when I saw Helen sitting in the corner, holding hands with a man I’d never seen before. She saw me and came over and asked me not to say anything to Paul.

5) I was going through the pockets of my 16 year old son’s trousers - before I put them in the washing machine - when I found a lump of cannabis resin.

6) In the newsagent's the other day I paid with a £10 note and he gave me the change for £20.

7) I knew that my neighbours were away on holiday in Florida so I was surprised to see a light on in their flat.

8) As you know, I’ve got a second home in the country near a small village. Last Saturday my dog went missing for most of the day and when he came home, he had traces of what looked like blood round his mouth. The next day I read in the local paper that some sheep had been attacked.

EXPRESSING DISSATISFACTION AND WISHING FOR CHANGES 

Activity 3a 
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 Express dissatisfaction with the following situations and wish for changes, as in the examples.

1) I don’t like living in Paris. [country]

    I wish I didn’t live in Paris.

    I wish I lived in the country.

2) I think my ears are too big. [small]

    ......................................................................................................................

    ......................................................................................................................

3) You think your friend John is too aggressive. [calm]

    ......................................................................................................................

    ......................................................................................................................

4) You believe what everybody tells you. [naive]

    ......................................................................................................................

    ......................................................................................................................

5) You think your flat is too small. [big]

    ......................................................................................................................

    ......................................................................................................................

6) It’s raining. [sun]

    ......................................................................................................................

    ......................................................................................................................

Activity 3b 
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 Express dissatisfaction and wish for changes with the following actions or events as in the examples.

1) Your neighbours are having a noisy party next door

    I wish they wouldn’t make so much noise.

2) Your boat is sinking 

    I wish I could swim.

3) Your parents haven’t written for a long time.

   ..........................................................................................................................

4) You’ve been looking for your key for half an hour.

   ..........................................................................................................................

5) Your sister’s singing is getting on your nerves.

   ..........................................................................................................................

6) Your boss (male) keeps interrupting you during a meeting.

  ..........................................................................................................................

7) You’re stuck in the middle of a desert and you haven’t had a drink for two days.

  ..........................................................................................................................

8) You’re giving instructions but the group isn’t listening to you.

  ..........................................................................................................................

Activity 3c 
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 Listen to the cassette and write what you think the people’s problems are.

1) ...................................................................................................
2) ...................................................................................................
3) ...................................................................................................
4) ...................................................................................................
5) ...................................................................................................
6) ...................................................................................................
Activity 3d 
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 Choose two of the following wishes and imagine what would be or would have been the result of it coming true.

I wish I had got married before I was 22.

I wish I could dance very well.

I wish I hadn’t started smoking.

I wish I had been born in Australia.

I wish I could win the lottery.

I wish everyone spoke the same language.

I wish the motorcar had never been invented.

I wish I was an aristocrat.

I wish there were no frontiers.

GIVING ADVICE

Activity 4a 
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 Listen to the cassette and note down the people’s problems and the advice given.

	
	Problems
	Advice

	Speaker 1

	
	

	Speaker 2

	
	

	Speaker 3

	
	


Activity 4b 
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 Read the following pieces of advice and write what you think the problem is.

I don’t think that you should do it for him. You should just let it build up in the sink for a few days, and if he still doesn’t do it, you should put it all in his room or even into his bed. He’s got to learn that when you’re sharing a flat with other people, you have to do your share.

1) .........................................................................................................................

You should perhaps try to change your diet. Eat more fruit and vegetables and don’t eat so much fried food. You should keep having a bath every evening as you have been doing and keep your face as clean as possible. Above all, you shouldn’t pick them and if you do touch them, wash your hands straight away.

2) .......................................................................................................................

You should tell them that you’re not paying for it. It’s clearly stated in the lease that provision of hot water is the owner’s responsibility and they can’t expect you to keep having to boil up water every time you want to get washed. You should send them a letter saying that you’re not paying your rent until they do something about it.

3) .......................................................................................................................

You should stay as near as you can to the middle of the vessel. Try to get as much air as possible - you should go up on deck - and you should stare at the horizon. You should make sure you’ve had something to eat and you could try drinking a double brandy and dry ginger - it always seems to work for me.

4) .......................................................................................................................

Activity 4c 
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Think about the advice you would give in the following situations and be prepared to discuss it in class.

1) A 48 year-old steel worker has been made redundant. Since he lost his job he has become depressed, drinks heavily and communicates less and less. His wife doesn’t know what to do.

2) A man is terrified by the idea of flying but it has become necessary for his job.

3) A woman is afraid of speaking in front of an audience - her hands shake and she goes red - but she is obliged to give a number of public speeches for her job.

4) A couple's 19 year-old son lives at home but doesn’t do anything to help around the house. He expects his meals to be ready on time and his clothes to be washed for him. His parents are fed up but don’t know what to do.

COMPARING

Activity 5a 

[image: image66.jpg][image: image45.png]


[image: image46.png]


[image: image47.png]


 Read the information about the two houses pictured below and then write comparative sentences about them using [er] +than or as ...as.
House A
The house is situated in a small village 30 miles from Penzance. It’s a modern house - it was built in 1995 and has got a very big garden - 1500 sq. metres. It’s a four-bedroom, detached house with a kitchen, living room, 2 bathrooms and a separate toilet. The total surface area of the house is 190 sq. metres. The fire insurance costs £400 a year because of the thatched roof. Shopping can be a problem as there aren’t any shops in the village; the nearest ones are in the village of Newlyn, 10 miles away. There is one bus a day into Penzance. The house costs £130,000.

House B

[image: image67.wmf]The house is situated in the beautiful fishing village of Mousehole, 5 miles from Penzance. It’s a fairly old house - it was built in 1932 and has got a small garden - 40 sq. metres. It’s a three-bedroom, semi-detached house with a kitchen, living room, one bathroom and a separate toilet. The total surface area of the house is 185 sq. metres. The fire insurance costs £150 a year. There’s a grocer's and a newsagent's in the village.  There is a bus every hour into Penzance in summer and one every two hours in winter. The house costs £128,000.

Activity 5a (continued) :

1) (Distance from Penzance) House A is...........................................................

    ............................................................................................................( a lot)

2) (Age) House B is..........................................................................................

    .................................................................................................( considerably)

3) (Size of garden) House B’s garden...............................................................

    .....................................................................................................(not nearly)

4) (Surface area of house) House A ...................................................................

    ...........................................................................................................( slightly)

5) (Fire insurance) House A’s.............................................................................

    ............................................................................................................(much)

6) (Convenient for shopping) House B...............................................................

    ..................................................................................................( considerably)

7) (Frequency of bus service) House A’s...........................................................

    .......................................................................................................( not nearly)

8) (Cost of house) House B...............................................................................

    .........................................................................................................( not quite)

Activity 5b :
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 Use the expressions in the box + "almost" or "a little more than" to write comparative sentences showing the numerical difference between the following things.

half 

twice 

3 times 
10 times
a quarter 
a third

1) Volvo: £ 13,700 - Renault: £4,500............................................................

...................................................................................................................

2) Sam’s garden: 13.8 sq. metres - Bill’s garden: 56 sq. metres ....................

...................................................................................................................

3) A pint of bitter: £1.80 -  A bottle of imported lager: £3.50........... ............

...................................................................................................................

4) London's population: 8,120,000 - Manchester's population: 820,000 .......

...................................................................................................................

5) River Don: depth 4.6 meters - River Ribble: depth 2.2 meters .............

...................................................................................................................

6) Shoulder of pork: £3.25 - Filet steak: £9.50 a kilo............ ......................

...................................................................................................................

Activity 5c 
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 The following picture shows Pitlochery, a small fishing port in Argyllshire (Scotland). Write between 100 and 150 words comparing how you imagine it would be living in Pitlochery with living in Edinburgh.
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ENGLISH IN USE

Activity 6a 
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 There are 12 mistakes in the following letter. Underline the mistakes and then correct them below.

Dear Mr Baxendale, 




I write to enquire about the job as a tourist guide that you advertised in the local paper.  In the advert you said that you wanted someone which was fluent in French and Spanish. I speak both of these languages very good, having lived in Spain and often visiting the France.  As far as my experience is concerned, I have worked for the Barcelona tourist office 2 years ago and have recently worked as a tourist guide in York. 


I have 28 years old and am celibate so I don’t have any family ties and would be free to travel anywhere at very short notice. At the present time I am working for the Kingsland Adult Education Centre as a part-time Spain teacher. 


I am very good at getting off with people which I feel is very important for a tourist guide as you have to be friendly with everyone. I am interesting in history and architecture and have read a lot of books on this subject.


I enclosed my C.V and a photograph as requested.




Yours sincerely


















Eva Pires

	1) ....................................................

2) ....................................................

3) ....................................................

4) ....................................................

5) ....................................................

6) ....................................................
	7) ....................................................

8) ....................................................

9) ....................................................

10 ....................................................

11) ...................................................

12) ...................................................


Activity 6b 

[image: image55.png]


[image: image56.png]


[image: image57.png]


 Listen to the cassette and write the sentences in standard written English, as in the example.

1) What are you going to do about it?
2) .............................................................................................

3) .............................................................................................

4) .............................................................................................

5) .............................................................................................

6) .............................................................................................

Activity 6c 
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 Listen to the cassette and note down the word which you think should go on the end of each sentence.

	1) ..........................................

2) ..........................................

3) ..........................................

4) ..........................................
	5) ..........................................

6) ..........................................

7) ..........................................

8) ..........................................


Activity 6d 
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 In the following groups of words one of them doesn’t rhyme with the others. Underline the word which doesn’t rhyme and then listen to the cassette to verify your choice.

	1) 
	root
	foot
	shoot
	brute

	2)
	toast
	most
	lost
	roast

	3)
	clown
	drown
	brown
	blown

	4)
	bowl 
	owl
	howl
	growl

	5)
	sew
	plough
	though
	throw

	6)
	paid
	made
	said
	trade
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TELEPHONE TASKS [image: image64.png]



1) Someone is going to telephone you to tell you about a few problems and to ask for your advice.

2) You’ve just finished a six-month contract in Paris (you were living in the 11th arrondissement). When your friend phones, you’re going to compare life in Paris with life at home. (If you really live in Paris, imagine you live elsewhere).[image: image65.png]
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