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NIVEAU INTERMÉDIAIRE 2

Dossier 6 - Answer Key

NIVEAU

INTERMÉDIAIRE 2

DOSSIER N°6
answer key
Activity 1a

1) Carol's friend organizes a blind date for her.
2) Carol meets Michael in a restaurant.
3) Carol and Michael tell each other about their marital status.
4) Michael receives a message to phone a client.

5) Michael tells Carol he has to go.
6) Michael wants Carol to go with him to his apartment.
7) Carol's not sure whether to go with Michael.
8) Carol accepts the invitation to go to Michael's apartment.
9a) Michael makes a phone call.
9b) Carol looks round the apartment.
10) Two visitors call to see Michael.
11) Michael is upset when he sees the two men.
12) Louis accuses Michael of theft.
13) Michael promises to give Louis his money back.
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First of all, a young woman called Carol arrives at a luxury restaurant for a meal with a lawyer by the name of Michael, as previously a friend of hers arranged a blind date for her with him. As they talk and drink we learn that Carol is a proof reader for a publisher and that she's divorced, and that Michael is widowed. At this point a waiter approaches Michael and tells him he has to make an urgent phone call. Straight away Michael apologizes to Carol for having to go, but he surprises her by then asking her to accompany him. At first she hesitates, but in the end agrees to go with him. They go up to his apartment where, at Michael's invitation, Carol goes exploring while he telephones his client. Meanwhile two men arrive. On seeing them, Michael becomes very agitated. He addresses one of the men as Louis and in the ensuing conversation it turns out that Michael has been embezzling Louis's money. When Louis talks about this, Michael, in a panic, starts blubbering that he will repay Louis.
Activity 1b

1) Carol drinks some water.
2) Carol goes back to the living room.
3a) Louis says Michael has nothing to fear if he keeps his promise.
3b) Carol hides in the corridor.

4) The men prepare to leave the apartment.
5) The men kill Michael.
6a) Carol is too afraid to move or breathe.
6b) The men leave the apartment.
7) Carol leaves the apartment.
8) Carol explains everything to her friend.
9) Carol borrows her brother's cabin in Canada.
10) The police find Michael's body.

11) Carol's fingerprints are found.
12) Hackman learns who and where Carol is.
13) Hackman explains to the other policemen what he knows.
14) Hackman leaves for Canada.
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In the meantime Carol, who has been drinking a glass of water in the bathroom, returns but, overhearing the argument, remains hidden in the corridor. Presently she hears Louis telling Michael to leave town at once and to pay him back all his money. However he promises that, if he does this, he won't harm him. Just as they are about to go out of the door, Louis says, "Unfortunately, I was lying." and immediately his companion turns round and shoots Michael dead. At this, Carol freezes, not daring to breathe, and as soon as the men have gone, she sinks, terrified, to the floor and doesn't move for a long time. Eventually, however, she gets up and flees the apartment.

The next scene takes place at the police headquarters. By now the murder has been discovered and Gene Hackman is explaining that the police know there was a witness to it as they have found her fingerprints on a glass in the bathroom.

From these it's easy to trace who she is. He also explains that beforehand he spoke to Carol's friend, who had fixed up the blind date for her. She has been able to tell the police what happened because Carol phoned her after leaving the apartment. She also tells the police where Carol has fled to. Gene Hackman is determined to bring the murderer to justice and, without delay, flies off by helicopter to the north of Canada to find Carol who is hiding out in a log cabin that her brother has lent her.

Activity 2a

 - j - e - h - v - n - f - s - b - k - i - p - a - o - l - g - w - c - t - d - u - q - m - r -

Text :

Our company started off as a small group of five people who wanted to do theatre. First of all we found a room for our rehearsals and having done that we thought about the plays we wanted to put on. Obviously there were problems in coming to a decision on this. On the one hand there were only five of us to do everything, and on the other hand some of us wanted to perform classics like Shakespeare, whereas others wanted to do modern stuff. One person even suggested writing our own plays. In the end we compromised and created a modern version of "Julius Caesar". Naturally this involved a lot of juggling of parts and situations) not to mention frantic costume changes and actors having to turn into stage hands or sound technicians at the drop of a hat. But, funnily enough, it all went really well and it was a great hit when at last we went on the road with it. (By this I mean we took it to schools and social centres in our area.).

As a result we became quite well known locally, which encouraged us to continue, despite the fact we had lost a lot of money over the production. Furthermore, from amongst our audiences there were quite a few budding young actors and would-be technicians who wanted to join us, which meant that we had more scope for future productions, as far as people were concerned. Since then we have performed two more Shakespeare plays as well as those of other dramatists.

Including Sheridan, Goldsmith, Oscar Wilde, Brecht, Dario Fo, Alan Bennett and Tom Stoppard. All in all we feel it's been quite a success story.
Activity 2b

	A

a hit

scope

to put on (a play)

juggling

frantic

at the drop of a hat

to go on the road

budding

would-be

dramatist

to turn into


	B
a success

room for action or creativity

to stage 

quick change-rounds

hurried and panicky

at a moment's notice

to travel with a show

just starting 

aspiring

a playwright

to suddenly become 




Activity 2c

1) The bride and groom received many presents including two electric toasters and a complete dinner service.

2) There are many reasons why I don't like him.  Firstly he's very pretentious.

3) Jenny's not like me at all. She's very outgoing  whereas I tend to keep myself to myself.

4) We felt as if we had been waiting for ever but at last the bus came.

5) The Prime Minister insisted on the necessity of these measures. Furthermore he said they could be implemented as early as this autumn.

6) Be careful in town today because with the festival there'll be loads of traffic, not to mention  all the people.

7) At first I thought she was crying, but then I realised she was laughing.

8) There was a silence for a few moments. Presently he said, "How long have you known about this ?"

9) As a doctor she has to respect a patient's right to privacy, so obviously she can't tell you what's wrong with him.

10) Where can he be ? He should have arrived by now.
Activity 3a

1a - 2a - 3b - 4b - 5a - 6a 

Activity 3a (continued)
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Lynn : 
Did you enjoy the play ?

Debbie : 
It was wonderful !

Lynn : 
If it's as good as all that, I'll have to go and see it myself. but they're bound to have sold out of tickets by now. 

Debbie : 
Well, I've got some free tickets. Would you like to come with me ?

Lynn : 
What ? Are you going to see it again ?

Debbie : 
I'm going tomorrow night, and the night after that !

Lynn : 
That means by the end of this week you'll have seen the same play three times !

Debbie : 
No, I'll have seen it four times, actually. I'll be going on Saturday too, provided my friend Barbara can get tickets. She's very likely to get them as her dad's good friends with the theatre manager. It's going to be easy to wangle a few tickets out of him.

Lynn : 
What's so marvellous about this play that it rates so much attention ?

Debbie : 
Simply the principal actor, Jeremy Lyons. He's a dream. Barbara's going to talk to the theatre manager and if all goes well, she should be able to fix up for me to meet Jeremy after the performance.

Lynn : 
Oh, God ! So I'll be left playing gooseberry while you're chatting up the principal actor.

Debbie : 
No, no. We wouldn't leave you on your own. You can come to see him with us.

Lynn : 
Oh, no. I'd feel awful. I wouldn't know what to say. Anyway, a famous actor like that is certain to meet starry-eyed young women every day of his life. He's unlikely to want to meet yet another two.

Debbie : 
Oh, I'm not so sure. He might be very happy to. Anyway, are you going to come or not ?

Lynn : 
Well, I don't know. I might come.

Debbie : 
Go on. It'll be fun.

Lynn : 
What time does the play start ?

Debbie : 
At eight and it finishes about ten.

Lynn : 
How'll we be getting there ?

Debbie : 
Barbara's driving us. 

Lynn : 
It's finishing at ten, so we'll already have been there for two hours and 


then you want to see this actor bloke. I'm going to be late home, I can see.

Debbie :
No, no, you won't. Look, we'll be sitting right at the end of the front row, so first we'll get a good view of the stage, and then at the end I'll be able to slip backstage quickly for a chat. It should be really quick.

Lynn : 
All right, I suppose I'll come as long as you don't take too long after the show.

Debbie : 
No, I won't take long, unless Jeremy invites me for a drink, of course. Then I'll accept. After all, it's not every day I get invited out by a star.

Lynn : 
So that's your game, is it ? Trying to wangle an invitation. Honestly !

Activity 3b

1) I'm going tomorrow night. (A)

2) I'll have seen it four times. (F.B.)

3) Its going to be easy to wangle a few tickets out of him. (E)

4) Barbara's going to talk to the theatre manager. (P.M.)

5) Are you going to come or not ? (P.M.)

6) I might come. (POS)

7) It'll be fun. (P)

8) What time does the play start ? (O.T.)

9) It finishes at ten. (O.T.)

10) It's finishing at ten. (A)

11) We'll already have been there for two hours. (F.B.)

12) We'll be sitting at the end of the front row. (N.C.)

13) We'll get a good view of the stage. (P)

14) At the end I'll be able to slip backstage. (P)

15) It should be really quick. (PROB)

16) I suppose I'll come. (S)

17) I won't take long. (P)

18) Then I'll accept. (S)

Activity 4a

1) It's unlikely to rain tomorrow.

2) Cathy's sure / certain / bound to be late.

3) A lot of people are likely to see the show.

4) The government may /might ban cars from city centres.

5) V.A.T. is bound / sure / certain to go up soon.

6) The Arts Council is unlikely to back this tour.

7) However they might / may agree to give us funds for next year.

8) Don't mention to him what happened because he's likely to get very angry.

Activity 5a

INTERNET PRESENTATION

Popular ideas about Internet : 

1) Information freely available to anyone.







2) By-passing / sidestepping of generally 







    recognized cultural institutions (universities /







    publishers etc.).







3) Spoken / written language replaced by pictorial one.







4) People will communicate with computers, not







     each other.



Reality of the case :

1) People with computer skills have advantage







over those without them.










2) Necessary to buy new machines and software 







    to use it.







3) Difficult to communicate certain ideas in pictures.







4) Pictures easy to understand may not be able 







     to transmit subtle or complex message.







5) Internet now based on use of written word.



Future prospects :

1) Internet will change our culture but we are 







only at the start.







2) Difficult to know exactly in what way it will 







    change.
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Woman presenter : 
Continuing with his series of presentations on the diffusion of modern culture, today Professor Robert Blake will be considering the question of Internet.

Robert Blake : 

Good morning. Today I'm going to talk about Internet in our society. Firstly, I want to look at some of the popular ideas people have about Internet, and secondly I want to consider to what extent these ideas are realistic or misleading.


To start with, there are many conflicting ideas about Internet. For instance, we might imagine that in the future there will be no barriers to communication and learning - that anybody, regardless of language or education, will be able to plug into the Web and the whole world will be at their disposal : they will be able to reach out and pluck any fruit they like from the tree of knowledge. On the other hand, there is the fear that culture as it is known today will be diminished in some way : that with all this knowledge so freely available, won't the bastions and even safeguards of culture be sidestepped and fall into disuse ? After all, who will need universities when everything you might want to know can be obtained from the Web ? What will happen to copyright and other forms of protection of creative work if a book, a film or a new process can be instantly transmitted to anywhere on the earth ? What will happen to language ? 

Activity 5a (continued)

Will we be using a simplified form of language easily available to all, or there again, just communicating in pictures ? Furthermore, to take it to extremes, will we be living in greater and greater isolation from each other, not communicating with our fellow humans, but merely with a computer screen ?


Let us now turn to the second question of this presentation. Well, although these ideas might contain an element of truth, they are simplistic, to say the least, and don't take into account the whole context of Internet. For one thing, despite the fact that theoretically Internet is available to one and all, in reality this is not the case. Unfortunately, we are not all equal in the face of computers. To use the Web effectively requires certain new skills, which for some people remain a mystery. So the Web tends rather naturally to be dominated by those who have mastered those skills. For another thing, producers of software are bound to find a way of controlling its distribution and people's access to it. The Web has been compared to a gigantic book which is ours for the taking, provided we buy a new pair of glasses every two years. Certainly in the future we will constantly be having to invest in new machines and software to be able to continue to surf on the Web.


Turning now to the question of language, I feel it is highly unlikely that all language barriers will be overcome, and it is utopian to imagine that one day verbal language will have become superfluous as everything will be expressed in images. It's true that creating new pictorial languages will be possible through Internet, but certain ideas are enormously difficult to represent in images. Moreover, if the idea behind a picture is universally and instantly recognizable, its message is unlikely to be either a subtle or a complex one, and so we are not likely to learn a lot from it. In any case, all that is very far off in the future. Most of what can be found at present on Internet is written texts and the majority of those are essentially lists. So, in fact, the word rather than the image, and the written word as opposed to the spoken one is what we will generally be working with.


I would like to conclude by saying that we are only at the start of a culture based on electronic networks. Although these are sure to bring about changes in the content of our culture and in the forms it will take, it's very hard at present to specify exactly what these changes will be. To illustrate this, let me make a comparison with the printing press. A period of about two hundred years elapsed from the invention of the printing press to the generalized use of printed matter, which just goes to show how slow the evolution of printing has been. All I can say is that with multimedia everything is still ahead of us.

Activity 6

1) How tall is your sister ?

2) What flavour ice cream do you want ?

3) What make of camera did he buy ?

4) What shade of yellow was her dress ?

5) How soon after / How long after I left the cinema did the film end ?

6) Whose brother was wearing that awful orange jacket ?

7) What have you done to your eye ?

8) How long was he sentenced to prison for ?

9) How fast was she driving ? / What speed was she driving at ?

10) What shape parcel did they leave at the door of the police station ?
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